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Autumn 
2017
Dundee Blind and Partially Sighted Society

Thomas Herd House

10-12 Ward Road

Dundee DD1 1LX

Telephone: 01382 227101

E-mail: office@dbpss.org.uk
Website: www.dundeeblindsociety.org.uk   

Manager’s Report
Hello everyone its Fiona Here,
I hope you have all enjoyed the summer months, we didn’t get long sunny spells (and I think summer was on a Tuesday this year!) but at least we got some days without rain.

We have had a busy summer with lots of trips out. I think the favourite trip over the past few months has to be the boat trip to the Forth bridges. We were lucky on the first trip as the sun shone whilst we were on the boat and the water was calm. Just as we were sailing back to the dock the heavens opened and it was vertical rain that seemed to go on forever. The crew were lovely and allowed the Members to stay on board whilst the staff ran like mad things to get the cars that we had left at the restaurant. Needless to say, we were soaked despite having wax jackets and umbrellas. The next time was much better and the sun shone the whole day. We will probably feature that trip again next year so if you missed out, all is not lost.

Speaking about rain, we had to cancel the archery day as the weather was so bad. We will be doing this again later in the month so fingers crossed we get a dry day with no wind.

We have also been enjoying the quiz afternoons. The rivalry between the teams is keen but we still have a laugh at some of the answers. We haven’t come to blows…yet, but we have to be on our toes when marking the papers as they don’t let each other off with any wee mistakes! If you fancy honing your competitive skills, the quiz afternoons are for you.

I’d like to say a big thank you to all our volunteers in all the different roles they play. Without them, we would not be able to offer all the things that we do. Many of the volunteers are never in the Society so you may not know about the things they do. We have a wee team of volunteers who do the football commentary at both football grounds and I know our members find this invaluable as they would not be able to enjoy the games without the commentary. We also have volunteers who are long standing befrienders to Members and I know that this is very much appreciated as some of our Members are unable to come to the society even with supported transport so having a visit from a friendly face is the highlight of their week. 

We also have volunteer drivers that you may not see as they only do night driving for us.

Whatever role our volunteers have, whether driving, at clubs, befriending or commentating at the football, we appreciate that they give up their time for the society and we thank them very much.

Finally, I would like to thank all of you who sponsored the team for the Kilt Walk. Thanks also to the team for giving up their Sunday to do the walk, they were fantastic and came in at a very respectable 2½hours. Special thanks go to Willie Hagan who was the oldest walker at 81¾years old and also to Peter who walked for us. Willie and Steve came in at 3hours, they accidently fell into the pub for a pint on the way so that added to their time! A great day was had by all and we raised nearly £2,000 so many thanks.

That’s all from me so take care and if there is anything we can do for you, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
Bye for now.
Fiona
AGM Notice 
The Annual General Meeting of the Dundee Blind & Partially Sighted Society will be held at Thomas Herd House, 10/12 Ward Road, Dundee, DD1 1LX on Thursday 19th October at 3.15pm

All Members are welcome to attend, please call us on 227101 to confirm attendance.
Copies of the Annual Accounts and Reports will be available in large print at the meeting for your perusal.
Membership Renewal
We will shortly be sending out Membership renewal notices and invoices along with the information on the AGM.  If you have joined as a Member recently or paid for two years Membership you will only receive AGM information.

NESS
It has been brought to our attention from some of our Members that there may still be some confusion about our affiliation with NESS.  Please can we give a gentle reminder that NESS have no connection to this Society.
Christmas Social Activities – dates for the diary
Please note that there will be a limited amount of places at the lunches which will be allocated firstly to those that regularly attend the relevant club, however any spare places will be available to others.

Cairn O’Mohr – Wine Tasting Tour & Nibbles. 
Monday 4th December, 12pm, £12


Bingo Christmas Lunch – Thursday 7th December, venue to be confirmed 
Volunteers Christmas Lunch – Monday 11th December (Tracey to contact volunteers with further information) 

Tea & Chat Christmas Party – Friday 15th December, 12pm at the Society. Tickets are priced £10, available from reception.  Ticket price includes 2 course lunch, alcoholic and soft refreshments, entertainment and a Christmas gift. Transport available at usual costs.
Christmas Panto – Monday 18th December, 5.30pm Aladdin at the Whitehall Theatre, £20 to include stovies in the Society before the panto and transport. Meet in the Society at 5.30pm. Please call to book tickets. 

Lunch Club Christmas Outing – Wednesday 20th December, 12pm at the Fairmuir Club.  Cost will be £20 to include 3 course lunch, alcoholic and soft refreshments, entertainment, and a gift from Santa. 
Optelec Open Day 
Thursday, 12th October 2017 – 10am-3pm

Exhibitors include: Calibre Audio Library, British Wireless for the Blind Fund and Macular Society.
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Demonstrations will be available of two NEW Optelec reading solutions, offering both Magnification and Speech:


Try the NEW pocket-sized Compact 6 HD, 
a unique 6-inch touchscreen magnifier that reads  aloud any printed documents in AUDIO, anytime and anywhere.

The NEW ONYX® OCR, featuring a 24-inch touchscreen, is a Transportable Desktop Magnifier with AUDIO Playback. 
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With this 4-in-1 solution, you can magnify and read from newspapers and magazines on your desk, view images at a distance, view yourself, and even listen to documents as they are read aloud.  

Optelec are also offering 25% discount off any of these products listed below – only available at the events advertised overleaf and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer:
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Try the unique ClearView-C. The unique, C-shaped video 
magnifier provides you with 
more working space, giving 
greater freedom when 
reading from larger size pages 
of a newspaper, and also for 
craftwork.
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Demonstrations will be 

available of the 

Traveller HD, a unique 

and portable video magnifier, 

with a generous 

13-inch widescreen and a 

sliding camera 

for fluent reading.
Do you already use an optical
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magnifier? Try the Optelec 
Compact+ HD – a handheld 
video magnifier offering a retractable handle and 

all the benefits of powerful 
magnification in high contrast 

and High Definition.
Trusted Trader

Need household improvements or repairs? Car sales or servicing?
Trusted Trader is an online directory of local tradesmen who have made a commitment to treat their customers fairly. The scheme is run by Dundee City Council’s Trading Standards service.

You can check out customer recommendations online to help you make an informed choice of who to use.
You can view the list of traders at:

www.trustedtrader.info
No internet access?

Telephone: 01382 436260

(we recommend that before agreeing to any work you obtain 3 separate quotes for comparison)

FOR SALE on behalf of one of our Members 
Optelec Compact+ HD Electronic Video Magnifier.

This electronic magnifier has had very little use and comes with the charger and protective pouch.

What Optelec says about the magnifier “With the Compact+ HD, you can perform your daily reading and viewing tasks again. Text that used to be too small, can now be enlarged in the size that is ideal for you, in the colour settings you prefer. The Compact+ HD offers so much more than optical magnifiers. It provides adjustable magnification for all character sizes and document types, eliminating the need to carry magnifiers with different magnification strengths. Thanks to the bright widescreen, you can clearly read text, and view images and objects even in sunny conditions.”
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This retails at £325. Sensible offers will be considered. 

Please contact Fiona on 227101 if you are interested. 

A demonstration of the aid can be arranged.
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Free Memberships for Audiobook Library: escape into the wonderful world of books with Listening Books!

Listening Books is a national charity that provides a postal and online audiobook library service to children and adults who struggle to read or hold printed books due to an illness, disability, mental health or learning difficulty.  The charity has recently received funding to offer a number of FREE memberships to people living in Dundee who would find the membership fees a barrier to joining the service (usually £20 - £45 per year).  If you or someone you know would benefit, please get in touch!  

Our audiobooks are available to download and stream through the website or app, or as MP3 CDs sent through the post (no postage costs or late fees), and our friendly library team are on hand to help by phone or email.  Membership offers access to 1000s of audiobooks including educational titles, new releases and bestselling authors such as Agatha Christie, JK Rowling, MC Beaton, John le Carré, Philippa Gregory and Ben Aaronovitch.  How to apply: visit our website www.listening-books.org.uk , or contact Jo Cord on 020 7407 9417 or jcord@listening-books.org.uk   

“Listening Books is a life saver and when I phone you are always so kind and helpful,” Listening Books Member

Social Activities

We have had a busy time with various activities over the last couple of months!  Here is a selection of what the Members have been up to; 
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Forth Boat Cruises – this outing was so popular we had to put it on twice!  Members enjoyed a lunch and a very informative, enjoyable cruise up the Forth to Inchcolm Island and back again under  all 3 Forth Bridges!  Thankfully the weather was kinder on the second outing – we got an absolute drenching on the first one!
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Scone Palace – Members got to roam around Scone Palace and soak up some history!  
It was a lovely day so some just took the opportunity to sit in the Palace gardens and enjoy the rare Scottish sunshine!
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Ladies of Bangkok 
There was much hilarity and laughter at this fantastic show!! 
Members enjoyed the dance routines and the elaborate costumes! 
The regular quizzes that we have been holding have been a popular addition to the activities offered and it’s very entertaining to watch the competitive nature of our Members emerging throughout the quizzes!!

Armchair Aerobics has been a huge hit with the Members and we have added another class on a Friday. Please note that the Thursday class will now start at 11am.
Craft and Art Club – We were recently approached by a student of Duncan & Jordanstone who offered to run and Craft & Art Club for our Members, so if you would like to bring out your artistic side please join us on Friday mornings at 10am
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Change to transport booking arrangements
Please note that we will now no longer take transport bookings after 10am, so if you require transport to an activity please ensure that you pre-book before 10am.  This is to allow us to prepare the route and timings of picks ups for the day.

If you call after 10am we will not be able to offer you transport.
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Gin Night

Come along to the Society and enjoy a variety of gins at our gin tasting night. We will have fruity gins, spicy gins, botanical gins …… and you can learn about each gin too!

Each gin will come with a different garnish and tonic, plus there will be nibbles served too.

This is a great opportunity to learn more about gin, discover some new ones, and have a bit of fun too!
We have rescheduled this event to take place on Friday 27th October, 6pm-8pm. Tickets are £20 per person, and is booking essential. Drivers get 4 miniature gins to take home!
Puzzle Time
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Clues
Across
1 – Dallas star (5,6)
7 – Biggest (7)
10 – Pink wine (4)
12 – Camouflaged shelter (4)
14 – Outgoing person (9)
15 – Serpent used by Cleopatra (3)
16 – Moose (3)
17 – Gulliver’s Travels star (3,6)
18 – Munch (4)
20 – Assist (4)
21 – Supervise (7)
23 – Difficult situation (11)
Down

2 – Anger, annoy (4)
3 – Pig (3)
4 – Night-flying insect (4)
5 – Strait-laced (11)

6 – Golf course worker (11)
8 – Copy (9)
9 – Light mid-morning snack (9)
11 – TV Rag & Bone man (7)
13 – Extreme (7)
19 – Stirred (4)
20 – In this place (4)
22 – Fabled bird (3)

	Activity Timetable 2017


Transport costs £2 each way

	Monday 

	Activities Groups 
	Transport Available
	10am
	(
	3pm

	
	Various costs dependant on activity

Please refer to the “What’s On” Sheets for details of the activities


	
	
	

	

	Tuesday

	Lunch Club
	Transport available
	12 noon
	(
	1:30pm

	
	£5 for 2 course lunch + tea/coffee
	
	
	

	Bingo
	Transport Available

£3 per card 

(24 games)
	1:30pm
	(
	3:15pm

	


	Wednesday

	Reminiscence Group
	No Transport
	10:30am 
	(
	12 noon

	
	Free
	
	
	

	Lunch Club
	Transport Available
	12 noon
	(
	1:30pm

	
	
	
	
	

	
	£5 for 2 course lunch + tea/coffee
	
	
	

	Ladies’ Club
	Transport Home
	1:45pm
	(
	3:15pm

	
	50p for Tea & Biscuits
	
	
	

	

	Thursday

	Armchair Aerobics & Light Lunch
	Transport Available 
£3.00 inc lunch
	11.00am
	(
	12.00pm

	Bingo
	Transport Available
	1:30pm
	(
	3:15pm

	
	£3 per card 

(24 games)
	
	
	

	

	Friday

	Arts and Crafts
	No Transport

£1.00
	10.30am
	(
	11.30am

	Armchair Aerobics & Light Lunch
	Transport Available 
£3.00 inc lunch
	11.30am
	(
	12.30pm

	Tea and Chat, with

Musical performances and singing
	Transport Available
	1:30pm
	(
	3:15pm

	
	£2.00 for Tea & cake
	
	
	

	Transport costs

	0 - 1 Mile 
	£1 each way

	1 - 2 Miles
	£2 each way

	2 - 5 Miles
	£3 each way

	5 - 7.5 Miles
	£4 each way


Due to petrol costs and transport timings, we are currently unable to offer transport to members who live out with a 7.5 mile radius of the Society.

We hope there will be something of interest to you and look forward to welcoming you to the Society.

For further detail about any of the activities, please contact our Social Activities Co-Ordinator Tracey on 01382 227101.

Puzzle Time Solutions 
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